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MAC KEEPS WINNING! 


Congratulations McCallum football 
who just moments ago finalized a win 
over Calallen to take them to 14-0. 
Play on Mac! Lights Out! 
It's STILL Knight Time! 
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MAC Football Makes History 


Laura Beck 


t the time of writing*, McCallum football was 13-0, 
topping the next best season ever in 1966. This after 
a STRONG win against Alice in San Antonio Satur- 
day, December 2. They are onto the quarter finals. Wow! The 
seniors on this team are dominated by neighbors! Young men 


from Allandale, many who went to Gul- 
lett and/or Lamar, are now leading this 
Knights team, making history. This was 
predicted in 2014 when Brandon Faught 


CodeNext Updates, 


Demolition Data 
Kevin Smith 


he Allandale Neighborhood Associa- 

tion Zoning Committee reviewed the 
second draft of CodeNEXT, the complete 
rewrite of the City of Austin’s land devel- 
opment code, and provided comments to 
city leaders and staff. The city’s justifica- 
tion for updating the land development 
code is to create additional housing units 
within the urban core to address issues of 
affordable housing, gentrification, and 
traffic congestion amongst others. 
CodeNEXT attempts to address these 
problems by rezoning all Central Austin 
neighborhoods, including Allandale, by 
increasing the number of houses that can 
be built on current lots. For Allandale, 
the second draft of CodeNEXT could tri- 


ple the amount of homes. 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 4 


wrote an article in this newsletter about 
the then freshman class that was very 
special, and included a group of boys 
who'd been playing football together 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 16 


Time to Renew ANA 
Memberships! 


Ranleigh Hirsh 


he Allandale Neighborhood Associa- 

tion (ANA) works hard supporting 
our 4,800 neighbors including home- 
owners, renters, and business owners 
within our community. Your valued 
membership helps: deliver our newsletter 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 15 


You can have a positive 
impact: Right here in 
Allandale! 


Erin Ray 


K irs Pathways Clear — Find out 
what you can do to help 

When you go on walks in the neigh- 
borhood, have you ever had to step off 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 3 


The Allandale Neighbor 
is published bimonthly by the 
Allandale Neighborhood Association (ANA) 


www.allandaleneighbor.com 


EDITOR 
ADVERTISING 


Laura Beck 
Lisa Ernst, 512-348-8ADS 


allandaleneighbor@gmail.com 


DESIGN 
PRINTER 


Cathy Savage 
Worley Printing 


A SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR 
ADVERTISERS AND 
CONTRIBUTING WRITERS 


CONTACT INFORMATION 
Allandale Neighbor, 
PO Box 10886, Austin, TX 78766-1886 
allandaleneighbor@gmail.com 


ANA Executive Committee 


PRESIDENT 

VICE PRESIDENT 
TREASURER 
SECRETARY 
BOARD MEMBERS 


Scott Ehlers 

Rand Zumwalt 

Erik Butler 

Joanne Senyk 

Adam Haynes, Ranleigh 
Hirsh, Allan McMurtry, 
Monica Malhotra, Todd 
Shaw, Kevin Smith, Jarren 
Wenderlein Sternberg 


ANA Executive Committee meetings are held on the 
first Wednesday of the month at NW Rec Center. 
General Membership meetings are held in March and 


September. 
Committees 
BYLAWS Rand Zumwalt 
COMMUNICATIONS Laura Beck 
FINANCE Frik Bulter 
MEMBERSHIP Ranleigh Hirsh 
NOMINATING Kevin Smith 
SAFETY Laura DiCarlo 
ZONING & PLANNING Todd Shaw 
ANC REP Caroline Reynolds 


Allandale Police District Rep. 


Officer William Harvey, 512-974-8123 
william.harvey @austintexas.gov 


Allandale 


Neighborhood 
Boundaries 


President’s Letter: Give Thanks for Allandale—and 
Give the Gift of ANA Membership to Protect It 


Scott Ehlers, ANA President, 512-553-9365, Allandale.neighborhood@gmail.com 


Ss it’s easy to for- 
get all the good things 


we have in our lives, especially 
when we are inundated on a 
daily basis with depressing, 
maddening, and frightening 
news. I know I’m guilty of 
this, but one thing that 
always gets me out of my 
funk is a walk, run, or ride 
around Allandale— this won- 
derful neighborhood that we 
call home. 

I love to start my mornings 
walking with my wife, son, and 
our dog, Awesome, to Gullett 
Elementary. We are joined by 
our fellow parents, children, 
and dogs who are biking, scootering, and 
walking to a great school that has been 
with us for 60 years and is still going 
strong. 

If I'm feeling really ambitious, I will get 
up at the crack of dawn and go for a run— 
around the retention pond, down a street 
covered by old oak trees, over Shoal 
Creek, and through Northwest Park, just 
as the sun is rising and the birds are 
chirping away. 

On Fridays I like to ride my bike to 
work, an opportunity I should take 
advantage of more often. If you work 
near the Capitol or downtown, you can 
get there on a bike in about the same 
time as a car— except you get some fresh 
air, exercise, and free adrenaline! The ride 
home might include a happy hour pit 
stop at Draught House or Yard Bar. Life 
is beautiful. 


On November 7th, Allandale Neighborhood Associ- 
ation hosted Mayor Steve Adler and Council Mem- 
ber Leslie Pool for a CodeNEXT Q&A. 


It’s all of these “little things” in life —a 
family walk to school, a safe morning 
run, or a bike ride to work- that give me 
peace and happiness. And all of those 
things are possible because I live in Allan- 
dale. For that, I am thankful. 

But I also realize that we cannot take 
our relative peace and tranquility for 
granted. I know that we as a neighbor- 
hood need to be powerful and organized 
to make sure that new planned unit 
developments (PUDs) like The Grove, 
zoning changes like CodeNEXT, develop- 
ers, and road construction projects don't 
destroy the little paradise we all love. 

In this Season of Giving, don’t forget to 
give to the Allandale Neighborhood Asso- 
ciation. Were an all-volunteer organiza- 
tion that depends on donations and 
membership dues from people like you 
and your friends to defend the neighbor- 
hood. We are not a homeowners associa- 


Burnet Road 


The Allandale Neighbor is published and distributed bimonthly by the ANA. Contact our ad 
coordinator at 512-348-8237 or allandaleneighbor@gmail.com for more information. 


Your Ad 
Full Page 
1/2 Page 
1/4 Page 
Business Card 


One time rate 
$320 
$225 
$116 

$72 


Size 
T x 934” 
72x5 
35k x 4⁄2 
33x 2 


We prefer digital files, at least 300 pixels (TIFF or PDF best). We can create or alter your ad 
for a nominal charge. For an additional $60 we will create an online ad to place on the 
Allandale web site: www.allandaleneighbor.com. 


* a 10% discount is offered on three or more ads. 


tion that can “make you pay” —and we neighborhood who can help build the know. Ultimately, people power is what 


like it that way. But we do need you to organization and the Allandale communi- makes the ANA powerful- and helps 
give to the ANA to protect the neighbor- ty with their art, music, writing, or politi- make Allandale a great place to live. 
hood for you, your children, and future cal prowess. Have an awesome fundrais- Happy Holidays and Best Wishes for 
generations. ing idea? Please share and we'll help you 2018! 

We also need your energy and ideas in make it a reality. Want to organize some —Scott Ehlers, ANA President 3 
2018. We're looking for creatives in the social activities through the ANA? Let us 


You can have a positive impact: Right here in Allandale! 


CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE 


the sidewalk because |" K j accident occurs, so I would like your help 
of low-hanging Siy “fie in acting preemptively. You can easily get 


branches? Or involved by doing a few simple things: 

1. Take a walk around your property, 
noting the dimensions in the chart 
above as well as plants, bushes and 
trees extending into the sidewalks 
and/or beyond the curb. 

2. Simply prune back the areas that 


tripped on vegetation a 
growing over the 

sidewalk or curb? Or pe Redd 
when you're driving l 
in the neighborhood, 
have you ever had to 


pull into the cross interfere with accessibility and/or 
street to look for see a stop sign, or even not be able to visibility (a quick google search on 
oncoming traffic because of an overgrown make full use of the sidewalk in the case pruning, can help immensely). 
hedge? If the answer is yes, please read of those who need wheelchairs or other 3. Ifyou have a good rapport with 
on. Ifthe answer is no, please read on. mobility aids, they compound into a high your neighbors and notice an issue, 
While these problems may seem likea potential for causing accidents or causing please let them know what they 
minor annoyance, if you take into consid- people to stay indoors. can do to help. 
eration that these encounters could force The problem of overgrowth is one that If you have any questions, please con- 
someone to go into oncoming traffic, not is easily overlooked until after such an tact: allandale.clear ROW@gmail.com. 38 


photo by alison narro 
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2525 W Anderson Ln #175, PH. (512) 452-0001 


Henderson | REAL VISION 


Plumbing 
452-5963 S ` PROPERTIES 

è Licensed plumbing repair Allandale & Rosedale Realtor 
è Clean, personal service » Maximizing Home Values Since 1981 
ê 40 years experience 
@ Drain cleaning ‘ 
452-5963 David Starry 512-423-4000 

Leave message www.RealVisionProperties.com 
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CodeNext Updates, Demolition Data 


CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE 


The ANA zoning committee often 
hears that since desirable central Austin 
neighborhoods have retained their origi- 
nal one house on one lot zoning, redevel- 
opment activity must not be occurring. 
Having lived in North Austin for over 10 
years and witnessing all the redevelop- 
ment that is happening, the assumption 
of the lack of redevelopment does not 
match my observations. 

I wondered how can one objectively 
measure redevelopment? To answer this 
question, I turned to the City of Austin’s 
Open Data Portal. If you have not heard 
of the city’s Open Data Portal, you are 
missing out! The portal allows citizens to 
access a myriad of city data. In this case, I 
was interested in finding demolition per- 
mit data since 2010 for all of Austin, and 
the city’s Open Data Portal delivered. I 
was able to find city-wide permit data 
going back to the 1970s! Since 2010, the 
City of Austin has issued 3,225 demoli- 
tion permits for which the demolition has 
been complete. This was interesting to 
know but did not help me in my quest to 
see if Central Austin was indeed not pull- 
ing its fair share. 

Fortunately, the Open Data Portal lists 
demolition permits by council district, 
which allowed for comparison of various 
sections of Austin. For reference, the city 
council districts are shown below. 


—  10miles 


With the demolition permit numbers, I 
could test the assumption that central 
Austin neighborhoods like Allandale are 
not being redeveloped as much as other 
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2010-2016 Completed Permitted Demolitions 


areas of town. As you 
can see from the chart yu 60 
below, the most 
demolitions occurred 
in District 9 which 
includes areas of 
known rapid develop- 
ment such as down- 
town, South Con- 
gress, and properties 
north of downtown 
including areas near 
the UT campus. Dis- 
trict 10 experienced 
the second highest 
number of demoli- 
tions and District 7 
ranks right in middle. 

However, the more 
I looked at the num- 
bers and the map of 
District 7, the more I 
realized that none of 
the council districts are the same size. It 
made sense to try to find a better way 
compare data than just on the number of 
permits alone. If we take into account the 
size of the council districts, we can get a 
better measure of redevelopment activity: 
permits per square mile. 

In conclusion, the data shows that dis- 
tricts in central and west Austin such as 


Number of Demolition 


1 


Demoition Permits per Mi2 
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City Council District Number 


2010-2016 Completed Permitted Demolitions per Squre Mile 


City Council District 


Districts 7, 8 and 9 have high levels of 
demolitions similar to areas of town expe- 
riencing rapid gentrification. The pre- 
sumption that neighborhoods like Allan- 
dale that predominantly retain their origi- 
nal one-house-on-one-lot zoning are not 
experiencing rapid redevelopment is not 
true. # 


Ke)Z3BUILDS 


REDEEMER | HOPE. LIFE. HERE. NOW! 


COMING SUMMER 2018 


Learn more at redeemer.net/lovebuilds 
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PETITION FOR AN AUSTIN ORDINANCE REQUIRING BOTH AWAITING PERIOD AND VOTER APPROVAL BEFORE CODENEXT OR 
COMPREHENSIVE LAND DEVELOPMENT REVISIONS BECOME EFFECTIVE 


We, the undersigned registered voters of the City of Austin, support a proposed ordinance requiring that there shall be BOTH a waiting period and voter approval by election before CodeNEXT (or any 
subsequent comprehensive revisions of the City’s land development laws) is legally effective. No land entitlements shall be granted or vested under the proposed comprehensive revisions until both 
requirements are met. Therefore, we, the undersigned, propose this ordinance be placed on the next available municipal election for a vote of the citizens of Austin: 

I. Required Waiting Period and Voter Referendum for Comprehensive Revisions of the City’s Land Development Laws. 
A. Waiting Period. CodeNEXT, or subsequent comprehensive revisions of the land development laws, shall not go into effect legally, or any land entitlements be granted or vested under these laws, until 
the June 1st following the next regularly scheduled council elections after Council adopts CodeNEXT or the comprehensive revisions. This waiting period is to ensure voters can learn about the proposed 
comprehensive revisions and elect council members with sufficient time to amend or reject the prior councils adopted comprehensive revisions before these laws may go into effect. 

B. Voter Approval. After the waiting period in Subsection (A), CodeNEXT, or subsequent comprehensive revisions of the land development laws, shal not go into effect, orany land entitlements be granted 
or vested under these laws, until the registered voters of Austin approve these laws at the next available municipal election. Voters shall approve or disapprove CodeNEXT, or subsequent comprehensive 
revisions, in its entirety and not piecemeal. Should the voters fail to approve the comprehensive revisions, then the existing land development laws remain in effect. Notwithstanding any other provision, 
under no circumstances, shall the voters’ rejection of Code NEXT or proposed comprehensive revisions under this Section be considered or interpreted as repealing the existing land development code. 
C. This section overrides all city charter provisions, ordinances, and laws and should be liberally construed to uphold Austin citizens’ sovereign rights to control their government and laws. 

D. Severability Clause. If any provision of this ordinance orits application to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the invalidity does not affect other provisions or applications of this Act that can be 
given effect without the invalid provision or application, and to this end the provisions of this act are declared to be severable. 


ONLY REGISTERED VOTERS IN THE CITY OF AUSTIN MAY SIGN THIS PETITION. Pleasefillin ALL blanks that are NOT optional. 


If you circulated this petition beyond your household, please print your name here: and your phone number here: . Thank you! 


NAME (please print clearly) 


NAME (please print clearly) STREET ADDRESS COUNTY D.O.B. or VOTER EMAIL (optional) 


(check one) REGISTRATION cake Sate SARIS PE IE AOE Wea 


SIGNATURE PHONE (optional) 


L] Travis 


Austin TX L] Williamson 


Print name below: Street no. and name: 


Zip code: 


Street no. and name: 


O Travis 


Zip code: _____—_— [L] Williamson 


Street no. and name: 


L] Travis 


Sign name below: Austin TX 
Zip code: L] Williamson 


QUESTIONS? Contact IndyAustin at 512-535-0989 or contact@IndyAustin.org. Please print out, fill out all fields that are not optional, and mail to the following address ASAP: 
This is pd. pol. adv. by IndyAustin SPAC. IndyAustin, PO Box 41479, Austin, Texas 78704 


Please carefully detach the petition on the reverse side. Fill in all of the required fields/blanks — date, printed 
name, signature, address with zip code, county, and either Date of Birth or Voter Registration Number (the 10 digit 
number on your voter registration card). The optional information is desired if you would like to receive petition 
drive updates. If individuals outside your household also sign, be sure and put your name and phone number in the 
spaces provided. Fold this sheet into thirds with this instruction section folded inside, tape the open end closed 
well, stamp and mail. Thank you for your support in this vitally important petition drive! Info: 512-535-0989. 


If you are unable to mail in this petition, please plan on attending our petition gathering events at: 
The Frisco, 6801 Burnet Road, on Dec. 21* or Jan. 9"" between the hours of 6pm and 8pm. 


IndyAustin 
PO Box 41479 
Austin, TX 78704 
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Allandale Eating - Be More Pacific: Filipino Kitchen and Bar 


Robert E. Mace, Dining from Daugherty 


The haiku review: 


I will dream of you 
frolicking in the rice bowl: 
hot banana sauce... 


he Philippines —in case you didn’t 

know- is an archipelago in Southeast 
Asia consisting of 7,641 islands. After 
being “discovered” by Ferdinand Magellan 
in 1541, the Philippines -named after 
King Philip II- became a Spanish colony 
for the next 333 years. The islands came 
under US rule in 1898 as a concession 
after the Spanish-American War (which 
immediately resulted in the Philippine- 
American War). The US ruled the Philip- 
pines until 1942, when Japan invaded 
during World War II. Japan held the 
islands for three years before the US 
regained control. On July 4, 1946, the 


GAG-FREE Impressions 


US recognized the Philippines as an inde- 
pendent country. 

Having been a United States territory, 
there are almost as many Filipinos in the 
US as there are Chinese and many more 
than Indians, Koreans, Japanese, Thais, 
and Vietnamese. So it’s surprising that 
there arent more Filipino restaurants in 
the US. 

Seeking to address this culinary imbal- 
ance is Austin’s Be More Pacific. Starting 
out as a trailer six years ago, first genera- 
tion Americans Mark Pascual and Giovan 
Cuchapin have graduated to brick and 
mortar in Allandale at the previous loca- 
tion of Rebel Pizza above Suzi’s China 
Grill (not to worry, trailer food fans: the 
mobiles will remain in operation). 

Filipino food is fusion of the country’s 
diverse past mixed into the broth of its 
Austronesian roots with a large dollop of 


Spanish cooking and tea-to-tablespoons of 
Chinese, Indian, and American cuisine. 
There’s rice, there’s bananas, there’s coco- 
nut, and there’s adobo (the unofficial dish 
of the country). Filipinos tend to pair 
sweet with salty/savory, so the food is rich 
and flavorful. 

And rich and flavorful is a perfect 
description of Be More Pacific. Chefs Sal- 
vador Melgarejo and Tony Dominguez 
have assembled a blissfully simple menu 
(one page!) of culinary adventure that fur- 
ther fuses Filipino and American fares. 

For appetizers, we've tried the lumpia 
(spring rolls with the geometry of taquitos 
stuffed with either veggies and tofu or 
pork and shrimp) and Longganisa Tots 
(fried potatoes with white queso, home- 
made longganisa [Filipino-Spanish sau- 
sage], spicy banana sauce, and green 
onions. Being spring rollish, the lumpia is 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 8 


Smiles you love. Convenience you need. 


Looking for a dentist close to home? 
Shoal Creek Dental offers dentistry for the whole 
family, from cleanings and exams to natural looking 


4 | fillings, crowns, bridges, implants, and more. 


iTero scanners eliminate the 
mess and unpleasantness 
associated with traditional 


impressions. 


SHOAL CREEK DENTAL CARE 
8015 Shoal Creek Blvd., Suite 120 
(512) 453-8181 


www.shoalcreekdental.com 
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LASER DENTISTRY 
We have it! 


No Drill 
No Needles 
No Numbing 

NO FEAR 


Allandale Eating - Be More Pacific: Filipino Kitchen and Bar 
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familiar territory, but the tots (a further 
fusion) are from another planet where the 
spicy banana sauce wonderfully counter- 
points a zippy spice. 

For entrees, we've tried the Tosilog 
(sweet and savory pork, garlic rice, green 
onion garnish, and egg), the sweet garlic 
fried rice (chicken or tofu, garlic rice, 
bean sprouts, carrots, onions, green onion 
garnish, with sweet garlic sauce), and the 
bacon fried rice (bacon, garlic rice, 
onions, green onion garnish; I got mine 
with a slice of homemade [wait for it...] 
SPAM!). 

The Tosilog was rich and wonderful, 
but a little too sweet for my taste (I’m 
trying to lay off that death powder called 
“sugar’...). I preferred the sweet garlic 
fried rice since it leaned far more savory 
than sweety (although a squirt of that 
magical spicy banana sauce allows you to 
sweeten the pot as needed). The bacon 
fried rice came in solidly on the salty and 
savory side (where’s that dang banana 
sauce?). 

We haven't tried dessert yet (see earlier 
comment on death powder...) but a 


E 


A non-profit organization serving 
children and adults who are experiencing 
grief and loss due to a death, divorce or 


THE AUSTIN CENTER FOR 


Grief&Loss 


neighboring table had the Ube Ice Cream 
(purple yam swirled with specially-made 
Amy’s) that looked fantastic. 

In all cases —appetizer, entree, dessert— 
the portions are enormous. Dishes are 
sharable or, in our case, doggie baggable 
(weve scramble the leftovers with eggs for 
a next-day brunch). Be More Pacific has a 
bar with beer, wine, and Philippines- 
inspired beverages of a tropical bent, but 
oddly does not post their mixology (or 
prices for anything) on their website. 
Hopefully this is only an opening over- 
sight and we can expect to see everything 
soon. I had a spicy drink garnished with a 
cube of cheese (not sure about that, but 
enjoyed the intent), and the bride had a 
sweet. Both were complicated and deli- 
cious, just what we look for in mixology. 

Missing from the menu are Filipino 
stalwarts such as camaro (field crickets 
cooked in soy sauce, salt, and vinegar), 
papaitan (stew made of goat or beef 
innards flavored with bile), and Soup No. 
5 (made with Rocky Mountain oysters). 
Perhaps future menu updates with rectify 
these oversights ;-). 


So what’s my overall review? In the 
immortal words of General MacArthur as 
he retreated from Japanese forces in the 
Philippines: “I shall return!” 


Be More Pacific 

7858 Shoal Creek Boulevard., 512- 
814-RICE, http://www.bemorepacifick- 
itchenandbar.com, Lunch Tuesday 
through Thursday 11:00 a.m. to 2:30 
p-m.; dinner Tuesday through Thursday 
5:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m., Friday 5:00 
p.m. to 11:00 p.m.; and all-day Saturday 
11:00 a.m. to 11:00 p.m. (and stay tuned 
for Sunday brunch soon). 3 
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Allandale 


other life-altering event. 
512.472.7878 


Contact me for my move up 
program exclusively for 


2413 Greenlawn Pkwy 3 
Allandale residents. 


www.austingrief.org 


Call Ruth E. Powers to get a price opinion 
on your home for a quick and efficient sale. 


SCHEDULE FREE 
ESTIMATE ONLINE! 


BY TEXTING “HELPER” TO 31996 


Ruth E. Powers 

ABR, MBA, CLHMS, Realtor® 
512-964-3434 
ruth@realtyaustin.com 
www.ruthepowers.com 
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Allandale Outside: Composting Tips 


Laura Adolph 


A curbside composting pilot 


phase is complete, and the compost- 
ing program has begun rolling out —liter- 
ally! — to more areas of town. It seems 
some of us have a love/hate relationship 
with our newest rolling cart. Proper use 
of the composting carts will go a long 
way toward helping the city pursue its 
goal of diverting ninety percent of waste 
from landfills to compost programs. But 
what impact is this program going to 
have on daily life, and how can you mini- 
mize the hassle of joining the waste 
reduction bandwagon? 

Some users have complained about the 
suggestion that they freeze until collection 
day certain food items that might become 
smelly in the cart. Pve done this in the 
past for my regular trash— for things like 
fish skin, chicken bones, etc. that were 
too smelly to put in the trash and 
couldn't be composted in my yard. On 
trash day I just needed to check that spot 


in the freezer to see if there was anything 
to add to my trash bag before sealing it 
up. I no longer have to do this because 
the city composting program accepts 
those smelly bits! And you don’t have to 
freeze anything if you use the 2.6 gallon 
BPI approved compostable bags. Simply 
add potentially odoriferous items to your 
countertop compost container. At the end 
of the day, just give that bag a flip, tie it 
up, and toss it in the green cart. For those 
who have never “flipped” see “Flip a plas- 
tic bag to tie it” at Lifehacker.com! 

My countertop container usually 
doesn't fill up every day. Odor isn’t a 
problem with veggie scraps, stale bread, 
paper towels and so on if they sit there 
for another day. However, on a day when 
I’ve added the aforementioned stinky bits, 
I just go ahead and put the partly-filled 
bag into the cart; after all, they only cost 
about 12 cents apiece. I’ve had no odor 
problems with the cart sitting in my 


garage. I have found it’s best not to toss 
food items directly into the cart —if you 
arent using the compostable bag, wrap- 
ping in newspaper or a leftover paper bag 
will keep things from getting messy. I 
tried putting loose sliced of stale bread in 
the cart. They ended up stuck on the bot- 
tom and the cart had to be hosed out. No 
one wants this to be part of the program. 
Another complaint arising out of the 
pilot program was that the cart was too 
large. The 96 gallon cart might be useful 
if you have a large yard and you mow it 
every week, but most users didn’t come 
close to filling it up. The city responded 
by providing the current 32 gallon carts, 
and offers an easy swap for those who 
want to downsize from 96 to 32 gallons. 
Remember too that when you get into 
composting, you will have much less to 
go into your trash cart; you can downsize 
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e free estimates ° satisfaction guaranteed 


Steve Brougher 
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BUG OFF! Carpet Beetles 


Wizzie Brown 


Ce beetle adults can be found outdoors 
on crape myrtles or other plants where 
the adults eat pollen and nectar. The adults 
may also be found in rodent or bird nests. 
When these adults move into homes, they 
may lay eggs which can lead to problems. 
These beetles can be pests in warehouses, 
homes, museums and other locations. 

Carpet beetle adults are small, round to oval shaped and often brightly colored. Lar- 
vae are small, tan, and ringed with bands of long hairs. 

Carpet beetle larvae feed on high protein foods, usually animal based, but they can 
also feed on plant material. They can be found in a variety of locations throughout the 
home. In the pantry, you may find them in items such as powdered milk, dried meats 
(jerky), or pet food. Other areas of the home they can be attracted to include items 
made from wool, fur or feathers, areas where dead insects accumulate (i.e. light fix- 
tures), leather book bindings, hair, silk or dried plant products. If the larvae are seen 
feeding on synthetic fibers, it is because the material is stained with body oils or food. 

A program utilizing sanitation, exclusion and insecticides should be able to get a car- 
pet beetle problem under control. 
= Clean accumulations of hair, dead insects, and bird, rodent or wasp nests. 

" Regularly clean rugs, carpets, upholstery, etc. 
>>Make sure to get along edges, under cushions, and under furniture where debris 
may collect. 
= Inspect animal based items (taxidermized animals, leather, wool, silk, etc.) once a 
year to avoid infestations. 
" Keep pantry items and dry goods in sealed, air-tight containers. 
" Infested items (if possible, depending on the items) can be heated or cooled to kill 
any beetles. 
>>Freeze two weeks at temperatures below 18°F. 
>>Heat for at least 30 minutes to temperatures above 120°F. 
" Insecticides should be used as spot treatments— make sure car- 
pet beetles are listed on the label as well as the area/ item you 
are treating. 
>>Make sure the product will not stain. 


If you find a few adult carpet beetles in your home, squish 
them or vacuum them up. A few adults usually do not warrant a 
full treatment, but you should watch for a developing infestation. 

For more information or help with identification, contact 
Wizzie Brown, Texas AgriLife Extension Service Program Special- 
ist at 512-854-9600. Check out my blog at www.urban-ipm. 
blogspot.com. %# 


Become A Runner with the Allandale group that 
focuses equally between the fundamentals of 
running, self-confidence and community. 


Oh yeah, and fun. We have a lot of fun. 


5K 10K 13.1. 


THE PERFECT COACH FOR 


THE IMPERFECT ATHLETE 
ACTRUNNING.COM 


SUASILUAAGY 
ano 
LYOddNS 


Promo Code: 
LOCAL for 15% off — 
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Allandale Outside: 
Composting Tips 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9 


that and save money! Charges for all your 
carts are based on the size of your trash 
cart. 

The City of Austin website has lots 
more information about the curbside pro- 
gram. They ask users to give the curbside 
program a chance, and they offer a rebate 
on a home composting system if you just 
can't deal with the cart. My cart has made 
me the envy of neighbors whose houses 
are in the NEXT area to be added to the 
program. I’m loving not having to troop 
out to the compost pile in my yard every 
few days. That project has run its course 
and provided me with some nice rich 
compost, but I’m ready for the city to 
take over. # 


See membership form 
on page 23 


THE 


BOYS’ 


SCHOOL 
OF AUSTIN 


EXPLORE. MOVE. GROW. 


Monthly 
Parent 

Information 

Sessions 


OPENING FALL 2018 


theboysschoolofaustin.org 


Gullett Good News 


Principal Tisha Brown 


D is always a busy month, 
and this December promises to be 
no exception. As we finish out the semes- 
ter, I find myself reflecting on the past 
few months and would like to share some 
of my musings with you about how Gul- 
lett Elementary is one-of-a-kind in many 
respects. 

Our staff is exceptional. We have many 
National Board Certified teachers, many 
with advanced degrees, and most with 
years of experience. There is a reason for 
low turnover amongst our staff, and I 
have learned why over the past few 
months. From the parent support to the 
students themselves, education is a priori- 
ty at Gullett. Our teachers go above and 
beyond to meet the needs of each and 
every individual student. They are a fami- 
ly, and the Gullett community is an 
extension of this amazing group of educa- 
tors. They could not be successful with- 
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out parental support, 
but this is only one 
small piece of the puz- 
zle. Gullett’s teachers 
value learning them- 
selves, so they model 
this with their students 
on a daily basis. 

Our fondness for all things living, from 
snakes to lettuce, sets us apart from most 
other elementary schools in the Austin 
area. We truly provide our students with 
“a living experience”: from our three-year- 
olds to our fifth graders, our students 
have the unique opportunity to care for 
animals and garden on a regular basis. 
With the push for rigor in most schools, 
many have forgotten the benefits that 
exist from this type of hands-on, real 
world learning experience. 

Our unique campus setting enhances 
the family atmosphere. We take it for 
granted that we are a community school. 
Do you ever wonder what our school 
would be like if parents didn’t drop off 
and pick up as they do at Gullett? Do 


e 


you ever think what Gullett would be like 
if we had students arriving by bus instead 
of by bike? This in and of itself makes 
Gullett special. 

Our positive behavior support system, 
or Geckos T.H.I.N.K., has greatly 
improved behavior across our campus, 
and especially in our common areas, such 
as hallways and the cafeteria. T.H.I.N.K. 
stands for the following values and quali- 
ties: Tenacity, Hard work, Integrity, No 
excuses, and Kindness. When students 
need reminders about behavior, we use 
this system campus-wide. There are even 
stories about our students holding parents 
and teachers accountable for these values, 
too! This dedication to core values helps 
to create the powerful learning environ- 
ments that exist on our campus and teach 
valuable life skills to all of our students. 

Our new urban farm will provide more 
living experiences for our students 
through our partnership with Lettuce. 
Wondering what that tarped area off the 
library is? We are solarizing the soil to 
create the perfect place for our new farm. 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 12 
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ST. LOUIS CATHOLIC SCHOOL 


Now ENROLLING 2018-2019 


PRE-K THROUGH 8TH GRADE | PRIMARY MONTESSORI PROGRAM, AGES 3-5 


JANUARY 28 OPEN HOUSE 


FEBRUARY 1 INFORMATION MORNING 


MARCH 7 


FUTURE COUGARROUNDUP PRE-K AND K 


2114 St. JOSEPH BLVD. AUSTIN, TX 78757 | 512-614-6622 | WWW.SLCSAUSTIN.ORG 
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Gullett Good News 
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Want to participate in this experience? 
Go to https://lettuce.fm/pages/gullett for 
more information. 

Our dedication and commitment to 
maintaining the Gullett family atmo- 
sphere are inspiring. As the new adminis- 
trator on the block, I was welcomed with 
open arms, and I cannot begin to describe 
my pride in this community where all are 
welcome. We provide an inclusive setting 
for all different kinds of learners, but I 
would like to see us celebrate the ways in 
which we are different more. We are not 
diverse in the usual sense of the word, but 
we all have different stories and experi- 
ences that could further enhance the 
learning here at Gullett. 

The past few months my focus has 
been on building relationships and learn- 
ing the Gullett culture and climate. I 
hope to spend the spring semester deep- 
ening these relationships and to begin to 
focus more on the teaching and learning 
environment. We do so many things well, 


-KID TESTED 
KID APPROVED 
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and our student achievement speaks to 

this. We do have areas in which we can 
further improve, and I hope to have the 
opportunity to do so. 

If you have specific questions or con- 
cerns about our campus, please don’t hesi- 
tate to email me at tisha.brown@aus- 
tinisd.org. 


Upcoming Calendar events: 
December 20th — January 2: Winter 
break 

January 2: Student Holiday / Staff devel- 
opment 

January 3: Classes resume 

January 15: Student and Staff Holiday — 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 

February 16 and February 19: Student 
holiday / Staff development, Presidents 
Day 


To keep on top of all the good stuff 
happening at Gullett, check out Gullett- 
Geckos.com. % 
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All About Lamar 


Laura Dooley 


Ses Spirit was alive and well at 
LamarFest last month. Lamar stu- 
dents, along with future (and past!) Scot- 
ties and their families, showed up en 
masse to enjoy games, live entertainment, 
and food from local restaurants. 
LamarFest has grown into a great commu- 
nity event, and we applaud Bergan Casey 
and her team for producing such a fun 
event. 

It has been a great season so far for 
Scottie athletes! Our soccer and basketball 
teams are showing great strength and are 
representing our school with teamwork 
and class. 

Lamar Theater offered two productions 
last month, both at the Performing Arts 
Center: The Healing Leaves and Where 
the Lilies Bloom. Ms. Easter continues to 
challenge theater students with material 
not often seen at the middle school level! 
Ms. Starkey has embarked on an ambi- 
tious December schedule with choir per- 
formances all over town, as well as the 


Winter Concert, held on December 12 at 
the Performing Arts Center in conjunc- 
tion with the McCallum choir. Theater 
and choir folks continue to work diligent- 
ly on the spring musical, Willy Wonka 
Jr., scheduled for February 22 and 23. 

The AISD bond package passed last 
month, which means good things for 
Lamar! The bond will provide money for 
improvements to the Fine Arts Academy 
program, emergency repairs, technology 
and security. 

Ms. Reyes, our culinary arts teacher, 
recently launched her own version of 
Cupcake Wars in her classes. Her theme 
was “superheroes” and her students did a 
deliciously amazing job of baking cup- 
cakes, and then artfully arranging them 
into some pretty impressive displays. Way 
to go, bakers! 

Under the leadership of Kerren Campa, 
Lamar teachers were treated to a self-care 
day last month. Teachers were offered a 
much-deserved respite in the faculty & 
staff lounge with flowers, coffee and even 
a chocolate fountain for dipping treats. 


LAMAR head 


Thanks to all who made this event hap- 
pen, and thanks to our teachers who give 
so much to our kids! (The chocolate 
fountain is a far cry from the smoke-filled 
teachers’ lounge from my middle school 
days, just sayim). 

On the morning of December 15, a 
new event called Lamar Interactive will 
provide a variety of speakers and panel 
discussions for students to hear and 
respond to. People participating in Lamar 
Interactive will reflect the unique com- 
munity of professionals that are connect- 
ed to our school. This year’s theme is 
Meeting the Challenge: Bringing Positive 
Change to a Negative World. Speakers 
will discuss how they overcame cynicism 
in their respective industries and in the 
world around them in order to bring pos- 
itive and effective change. This event is 
organized by our US History teacher, Ms. 
Gomez. % 
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Apply 


512-452-5211 or 
txdpscu@txdpscu.org 


TO A GIFT THAT 
KEEPS GIVING 


Unwrap a fixed rate 
credit card this season! 


TEXAS DPS sfr _ 
CREDIT UNION 
w txdpscu.ore 


NCUA 
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It’s Knight Time - 
McCallum Updates 


Compiled by Jill Whiteside Schavrda 


The McCallum website is your guide 
to all information about McCallum High 
School. Go to the home page at www. 
mecallumhs.com and mark it as a favor- 
ite. The MACKNIGHTLY bi-weekly 
email newsletter brings you the most cur- 
rent news in a timely fashion. See https:// 
mcecallumhs.com/programs/parents/ for 
more information. Information below is 
compiled directly from the McCallum 
Website and Newsletter. Be sure to check 
school calendars for changes or updates. 


Important Dates: 

December 20 — January 2: Winter break 
January 2: Student holiday / Staff devel- 
opment 

January 3: Classes resume 

January 8: PTSA meeting, Library, 6:30- 
7:30 p.m. 

January 9: Royale Theatre Society meet- 
ing, Library 6:00 — 8:00 p.m. 

January 15: Student and staff holiday / 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 

January 17: Senior graduation presenta- 
tion in MAC Theater, 10:15 — 10:45 a.m. 
January 24 & 25: Senior grad announce- 
ment orders, Cafeteria, 8:00 a.m. — 1:00 
p-m. 

January 24 & 25: Clubs/Organizations 
photos 

February 1: Late start (10:15 a.m.) 
February 5: PTSA meeting, Library, 6:30 
— 7:30 

February 8: Dance Guild meeting, 
Library, 6:00 — 7:00 p.m. 

McCallum HS Calendars 

Follow the link below and select the tabs 
for: School Calendar, Important Dates, 
Sports Calendar, Fine Arts Academy Cal- 
endar. https://mccallumhs.com/events- 
calendars/. 

McCallum Fine Arts Academy 
Prospective FAA Student Important 
Dates: 

December 16: Academy workshop ay, 
7:30 a.m. — 1:00 p.m. MAC and FABT 
(registration and fee required). 

January 12: Fine Arts Academy applica- 
tions due, More info: https://mccallumhs. 
com/fine-arts-academy/apply/application- 
information-and-procedures/. 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 14 
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It’s Knight Time - McCallum Updates 
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Performances and events: 

Free Tap Class: Saturdays in January, 9:00 
— 10:00 a.m., FABT 

Area Recital Band: January 2, 7:00 — 9:00 
p.m., FABT 

MAC Orchestra — Spring String Fling 
Fundraiser Concert: January 20 — SAVE 
THE DATE! 

Masterworks Concert with McCallum 
choirs and orchestra: January 21, 7:00 
p.m., AISD PAC 

Mardi Grazie: January 27, 8:00 — 11:00 
p.m., FABT 

Pre-UIL full orchestra concert: February 
13, 7:00 p.m., MAC 

West Side Story: Thursday February 1 
through Sunday February 11. More in 
article below. 

McCallum Cheer Winter Camp — 
December 20 

From the MacKnightly E-newsletter: It’s 
time to cheer your hearts out at the 
McCallum Winter Cheer Camp! Join the 
McCallum cheerleaders for winter games, 


dances, crafts, cheering and lots of fun 
on December 20 from 9:00am to 3:30 
pm. This camp is geared toward stu- 
dents in grade K -7th grade. Cost is $50 
per child. To register, please click https:// 
www.eventbrite.com/e/mecallum-cheer- 


winter-camp-2017-tickets-39236987887 
McCallum HS Athletics 


See a variety of sports scheduling on the 
main McCallum High School Calendar 
and check for any updates/changes, 
https://mccallumhs.com/programs/athlet- 
ics/. 


Boys Basketball 

December 19: Vs. Travis @ MAC: Fresh- 
man 5:15 / JV 6:30 / Varsity 8:00 p.m. 
December 28 & 29: @ Hays — Varsity 
Rebel Classic Tournament 

January 2: @ Crockett: Freshman 5:30 / 
JV 6:30 / Varsity 8:00 p.m. 

January 5: @ Anderson: Freshman 5:15 / 
JV 6:30 / Varsity 8:00 p.m. 


THANK YOU AUSTIN FOR YOUR BUSINESS IN 2017! 


McCallum 
High School 


January 9: vs. Lanier @ MAC: Freshman 
5:15 / JV 6:30 / Varsity 8:00 p.m. 
January 12: vs. Reagan @ Delco: Fresh- 
man 5:15 / JV 6:30 / Varsity 8:00 p.m. 
January 16: @ LBJ: Freshman 5:15 / JV 
6:30 / Varsity 8:00 p.m. 

January 19: vs. Austin @ MAC: Freshman 
5:15/JV 6:30/Varsity 8:00 p.m. 

January 23: @ Travis: Freshman 5:30/JV 
6:30/Varsity 8:00 p.m. 

January 26: vs. Crockett @ MAC: Fresh- 
man 5:30/JV 6:30/Varsity 8:00 p.m. 
February 2: @ Lanier: Freshman 5:15/JV 
6:30/Varsity 8:00 p.m. 

February 6: vs. Reagan @ MAC: Fresh- 
man 5:15/JV 6:30/Varsity 8:00 p.m. 
February 9: vs. LBJ @ MAC: Freshman 
5:30/JV 6:30/Varsity 8:00 p.m. (Senior 
Day) 

February 13: @ Austin: Freshman 5:15/ 
JV 6:30/Varsity 8:00 p.m. 


K 


GET A FREE $10 GIFT CARD WITH EVERY $50 GIFT CARD PURCHASE 
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VISIT YOUR FAVORITE RESTAURANT TO PURCHASE 


SANTA*RITA 


TEX MEX CANTINA 


italian kitchen + wine bar 


GUSTOITALIANKITCHEN.COM 
SANTARITACANTINA.COM 
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Girls Basketball 


December 19: @ Travis Freshman 5:30 / JV 6:30 / Varsity 8:00 p.m. 

January 5: vs. Ann Richards @ MAC: JV 5:30 / Varsity 7:00 p.m. 

January 9: @ Lanier: Freshman 5:30 / JV 6:30 / Varsity 8:00 p.m. 

January 12: vs. Reagan @ MAC: Freshman 5:30 / JV 6:30 / Varsity 8:00 p.m. 
January 16: vs. LBJ @ MAC: Freshman 5:30 / JV 6:30 / Varsity 8:00 p.m. 

January 19: @ Austin HS: Freshman 5:30 / JV 6:30 / Varsity 8:00 p.m. 

January 23: vs. Travis @ MAC: Freshman 5:30 / JV 6:30 / Varsity 8:00 p.m. 

January 26: @ Crockett: Freshman 5:30 / JV 6:30 / Varsity 8:00 p.m. 

February 2: vs. Lanier @ MAC: Freshman 5:30 / JV 6:30 / Varsity 8:00 p.m. (Sr/Par- 


ent Night) 


Boys Soccer Schedule 


January 2: vs. Anderson @ House Park: JV 6:00 p.m. / Varsity 7:45 p.m. 
January 5: vs. Eastside @ House Park: JV 6:00 p.m. / Varsity 7:45 p.m. 
January 9: vs. Leander @ House Park: JV 6:00 p.m. / Varsity 7:45 p.m. 
January 12: vs. Lehman @ Nelson Field: JV 6:00 p.m. / Varsity 7:45 p.m. 
January 16: vs. Manor @ House Park: JV 6:00 p.m. / Varsity 7:45 p.m. 
January 19: @ Dripping Springs: JV 6:00 p.m. / Varsity 7:45 p.m. 
January 23: vs. LBJ @ Nelson: JV 6:00 p.m. / Varsity 7:45 p.m. 

January 27: vs. Austin HS @ House Park: 9:00 a.m. / Varsity 10:45 a.m. 
January 31: vs. Travis @ House Park: JV 6:00 p.m. / Varsity 7:45 p.m. 
February 3: vs. Crockett @ House Park: JV 9:00 a.m. / Varsity 10:45 a.m. 
February 10: vs. Lanier @ Noack 1: JV 9:00 a.m. / Varsity 10:45 a.m. 
February 14: vs. Reagan @ House Park: JV 6:00 p.m. / Varsity 7:45 p.m. 
February 16: vs. LBJ @ House Park: JV 9:00 a.m. / Varsity 10:45 a.m. 
Soccer matches continue through February and March 2018. 3% 


Time to Renew ANA Memberships! 
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six times a year; keep you informed on 
multiple social media channels; host our 
Fourth of July parade and fair; coordinate 
the annual garage sale; conduct commu- 
nity outreach on topics like CodeNEXT; 
improve our public parks and green spac- 
es; and foster close ties with City of Aus- 
tin services, our city council and Travis 
County commissioners. Renewing your 
membership keeps all these efforts and 
more working on your behalf. 

All ANA memberships expire on 
December 31. Renewing your member- 
ship is quick and easy either at allandale- 
neighbor.com or by mailing a check. 
Dues are $20 for households or $10 for 
those age 55 or older. And please consider 
contributing additional funds to help 
keep our community vibrant. 

To renew or update your information 
on the web, go to https://allandaleneigh- 
bor.com/ and look for the Membership 
menu in the upper right corner. Choose 
Renew/Manage Account from the menu 


or Join Today! if you are new to ANA. 
There is a Request password option on 
the login page if you have forgotten your 
password. 

For those who prefer to pay by check, 
please send your checks to Allandale 
Neighborhood Association P.O. Box 
10886, Austin, Texas 78766-1886. 

If have any questions, contact us at 
membershipallandale@gmail.com. We 
would be very happy to help you. And 
thank you for supporting ANA! 3 


Join ANAToday! 


Annual 
membership 
dues are just 
$10-$20 per 

household. 
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More MAC: Get Ready 
for Jets Versus Sharks! 


Sabrina Wallace 


acTheatre presents West Side 

Story, one of the most memorable 
musicals and greatest love stories of all 
time. February 1-4 and 8-11, 2018. 
McCallum Arts Center Theatre. 

Come see West Side Story at MacTheatre 
this February and enjoy the classic love tale 
that captured the heart of millions over the 
decades. With outstanding performances 
by MacTheatre students, beautiful music 
performed by a live orchestra, and dance 
scenes that will leave you wishing for 
more, West Side Story is the show you do 
not want to miss this season. 


About the show: 

In West Side Story, Shakespeare’s Romeo 
and Juliet is transported to modern-day 
New York City as two young, idealistic 
lovers find themselves caught between 
warring street gangs, the “American” Jets 
and the Puerto Rican Sharks. The couple's 
struggle to survive in a world of hate, vio- 
lence and prejudice is one of the most 
innovative, heart-wrenching and relevant 
musical dramas of our time. 

“West Side Story is historically one of 
the most important American musicals. 
With its dark subject matter, focusing on 
social problems, and sophisticated score, 
the show was a turning point in American 
Musical Theatre.” -Frank Benge, Broad- 
way World Austin 

More than in most musicals, the book, 
music, lyrics, and staging come together as 
a perfectly unified whole, speaking with 
one voice. Musical theater is by its nature a 
collaborative art form, but rarely do the 
many parts make such a consistently craft- 
ed statement. Driven by the vision of 
Jerome Robbins, the greatest talents on 
Broadway created a musical that is specific 
yet universal. As long as there are differ- 
ences between groups of people, as long as 
there are haves and have-nots, there will be 
resentment and hatred; as hard as it may 
be to accept, West Side Story will always be 
timely. Arthur Laurents’ book comes to 
live and it is as powerful, poignant and 
timely as ever. The score by Leonard Bern- 
stein and Stephen Sondheim is widely 
regarded as one of the best ever written. 
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MAC Football Makes History 


CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE 


since fourth grade. No matter what happens in the next games, this team deserves 
major congratulations and celebration from the neighborhood on all they have accom- 
plished. And not just the players either, cheers to the coaches and staff, trainers of the 
football program, as well as cheerleaders, marching band and Blue Brigade. You all 
gave us a season to remember forever, thank you! 

And a special shout out to the following “home town heroes” who became Knights 
after years at Gullett and/or Lamar (hoping we didn’t leave anyone off): Kegan Ale- 
man, Mason Bryant, Ian Carson, Judah Copeland, JB Faught, Jacob Greenberg, Alexi 
Hernandez, Estevan Hernandez, Caleb Herpin, Jackson Masters, Davis Roe, Gabe 
Williams (and special note of Freshman Connor Boggs, on the varsity team). 3 
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Auto Loans 


New, Used, and Refinance 


1.79% 


APR? 
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as low as 


a) 


Commercial 
Real Estate Loans 


re) 3 
J 5 Years 
e Fixed 


No Pre-Payment Penalty 


Home Equity Loans 
No Closing Costs? 


3.35% 


5 Years Fixed 


as low as 


tAnnual Percentage Rate. Actual rate may vary depending on credit qualifications. Rates and terms are 
subject to change without notice. Auto loan rate advertised is our lowest rate for the purchase of a new 
or usedvehicle, or the refinance of an existing loan from another lender. ?Austin Telco pays all standard 
closing costs for Home Equity/HELOC loans below $100,000. These costs include: title search, flood 


determination, credit report, and county filing fees. If necessary, additional fees for appraisal, 
survey, and/or title company closing costs will be the responsibility of the borrower. Estimated 
costs will be disclosed upon receipt of application. ĉ°Rate applies to 1st lien commercial real 
estate loans with a loan to value of 80% or less; construction/development loan rates/terms may 
vary. Federally insured by NCUA. Austin Telco NMLS #422857 
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More MAC: Get Ready for 


Jets Versus Sharks! 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 15 


Tickets: $16 for adults, $12 for seniors, 
$7 students (add $2 per ticket for those 
purchased at the door except at student 
rate). Buy online: https://mccallum.ludus. 
com/. 

Location: McCallum Arts Center The- 
atre, 5600 Sunshine Drive. 

Times: 7:00 p.m. Thursday through 
Saturday, 2:00 p.m. on Sunday 

If you cant make this show, mark your 
calendar for future shows listed at https:// 
mactheatre.com/ or follow https://www. 
facebook.com/MacTheatre/ on Facebook. 38 


Neighborhood Watch 


Laura DiCarlo, ANA Safety Chair, Ihdicar- 
lo@yahoo.com 


Six the October 

newsletter activities 

in which the Safety 

Committee has been 

engaged include: 

= learned of and dis- 
seminated crime/safety information, 

= attended an APD Baker Sector stake- 
holders meeting, 

= worked with our District Representa- 
tive (DR) on issues with United Auto 
Group and other businesses, and 


" cleaned up and reported graffiti. 


Crime Stats 

Since the October newsletter there have 
been three Burglaries of Residences 
(BORs), which is the same number that 
occurred last year this time. There were 
none in October and three in November, 
on Shoalmont Drive, Strass Drive, and 
W. Fresco Drive. Electronics were stolen 
on Shoalmont; computers, firearms, and 
jewelry were stolen on Fresco Dr. 

There were five Burglaries of Vehicles 
(BOVs) in October: at TXR Custom Car 
Audio and Accessories (6546 Burnet 
Road), in the lot at the 2525 W. Ander- 
son Lane shopping center, at Northwest 
Park (7000 Ardath), at the post office 
(7700 Northcross Drive), and in the 
5800 block of SCB (the only residential 
BOV). There were five BOVs in Novem- 
ber: a camera was stolen in the 4800 


block of Shoalwood; a computer in the 
5000 block of Strass; a computer and 
purse were taken from a vehicle at the 
Chevron at 2909 W. Anderson Lane; jew- 
elry, consumable goods, and a purse were 
stolen from a jeep at Northwest Park; and 
non-negotiable instruments were taken 
from a Chevrolet at the apartments on 
Northcross. The employees at TXR Cus- 
tom Car Audio did not know about the 
burglary and figured it occurred in a car 
that was parked in their lot after hours. 

As in other months, the majority of 
BOVs occur in commercial areas, in 
apartment complex lots, and at the park. 
People need to be especially vigilant when 
parking in a public space as BOVs are 
often crimes of opportunity. Ifa laptop or 
purse is in view there is a higher risk that 
it will be stolen than if that laptop or 
purse is locked in the trunk out of site. 

As I said in last December’s newsletter 
article, we can expect a spike in thefts and 
burglaries in December due to people 
stealing packages and gifts, but hopefully 
residents will heed warnings and harden 
targets. 

If you are going to multiple stores, hide 
the items bought at a previous location 
before you drive to the next place. 


In addition, consider these tips: 

=" Ask a neighbor to take care of packages 
received while you're not home, have 
them delivered to your office, or use 
services like Amazon offers where par- 
cels can be put inside your home or 
another secure location. 

=" If you see a package on a neighbor's 
porch and you know they arent home, 
think about securing it for them until 
they return; make sure you have neigh- 
bors’ cell numbers so you can let them 
know. 

" Likewise, let a neighbor (especially 
your block captain) know how you can 
be reached. 

= Call 911 and report the license num- 
ber of anyone you see tampering with 
packages. 

= Give the appearance of someone being 
home when you are not. Leave lights 
on a timer and a car parked in the 
driveway. 

= Make sure the paper is stopped when 
you're away and have a neighbor check 
for fliers. 

= Avoid setting out boxes for recycling 


that show all of the electronics just 
purchased for Christmas; secure them 
in your blue bin if possible or wait to 
put them out until right before recy- 
cling is picked up. 


Stakeholder’s Meeting 
APD, in an attempt to better serve 

neighborhoods, is moving from Com- 

mander’s Forums that brought together 

two APD sectors to talk about crime stats 

and initiatives and will instead host quar- 

terly “stakeholders” meetings for each sec- 

tor. Allandale is in Baker Sector, which 

includes Manor to 51st to North Loop to 

Burnet to Anderson to MoPac to 35th to 

38th to I-35 to Airport. APD is offering 

to come to the neighborhoods in between 

the stakeholders gatherings and Chief 

Manley is asking neighborhood associa- 

tions to invite APD to events such as 

ANA meetings. The police department 

wants to hear what is meaningful to each 

group as opposed to pushing their agenda 

on us. Additionally, APD sent all neigh- 

borhood association presidents a survey 

on how to better meet neighborhood 

needs. This is a positive direction and I 

believe the direct result of work by Lt. 

Gizette Gaslin who oversees community 

policing, a new position at APD. 
During the Baker stake- 

holder meeting held on 

November 16 at the Aus- 

tin Rec Center, neighbor- 

hood leaders from North 

Shoal Creek, Old West 

Austin, West Campus, 

Highland Park/Balcones 

West, and Ridgelea shared 

positives, problems, and 

brainstormed what success 

would look like for our 

issues. Most of the prob- 

lems identified had to do 

with symptoms of a 

city growing faster 

than infrastructure 

can accommodate 

such as traffic, lack 

of sidewalks, not 

enough police offi- 

cers, high cost of liv- 

ing, issues with 

CodeNEXT, and the 

city asking for feed- 

back but then not 

giving residents a 


rave 
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sense they really listened. 

The conversation at the Ida sector 
meeting I attended on behalf of the Citi- 
zen Led Austin Safety Partnership 
(CLASP) was very different and it made 
me realize just how lucky we are in Allan- 
dale. Many of the residents in Ida, which 
covers an area east of Allandale, were con- 
cerned about drugs, violent transients, 
more serious crime, abandoned and 
unkempt properties, group homes that 
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The holidays are quickly approaching which 
means two things Aunt Edna's fruit cake 
and holiday traveling. Don't hop on the high- 
way without a proper check-up and leave 
your family stranded on the side of the road 
halfway to Wisconsin! 


Stop by Yost Auto for a full 
trip check at a special rate of $75 if you 
mention this fiver! While we're at it, we can 
throw in a non-synthetic off change for only 
$25! Call either location or 
visit us at www yostauto.com to set your 
app oday. 
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One Happy Customer at a Time 


(512) 844 - 5552 
info@duhonelectric.com 


Bonded and Insured 
Master Electrician License # TECL 26523 


ELECT 


www.duhonelectric.com 
Sewing dftustin with quality electrical work for 15 years. 


List it 
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Larissa! 
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Larissa Paap 


17 


Neighborhood Watch 
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don’t appear to be regulated, etc. It 
brought home the fact that our major 
concerns have to do with trying to pre- 
serve the wonderful neighborhood we 
have, and that many neighborhoods in 
Austin don't have that luxury. 

Please let me know if you are interest- 
ed in attending future stakeholder meet- 
ings, and I will also advertise them on the 
community list-serv. Our APD District 
Representative (DR) Officer Everett Beld- 
in is available to attend community meet- 
ings and help mediate neighbor disputes 
and safety issues as well. 


List-serv and Citizen Input 

" Topics of crime/safety on the Allandale 
list-serv included discussions of: 

= An attempted mugging at 10:00 p.m. 
on October 18 near North Loop and 
Burnet Road; do not walk alone at 
night and call 911 immediately if you 
ever feel someone may be following 
you. 

= Police helicopter that was looking for a 
suspect on October 11 (the suspect 


was apprehended). This led to a great 
post by a resident about APD’s Public 
Information Office (see more about 
this office later in this article). 
Excessive speed bumps on Foster and 
possibility of traffic moving to other 
streets such as McElroy because of 
them (the ANA EC is looking into 
this). 

Drib parrot graffiti at Northwest Park 
(was removed ). 

Continuation of concerns about credit 
card skimmers at gas stations (best to 
pay inside). 

Concerns about possible TCAD 
impersonator taking pictures of homes 
and issues with permission for entry 
(Tm following up with TCAD); safety 
is the first priority but high property 
values a concern and wanting to make 
sure everything done properly is 
important. 

Mail tampering (graduation and birth- 
day card envelopes torn as if looking 
for money -post office is aware of past 
problems with this and thought had 
been resolved- please report if you 
receive torn envelopes). 


Lee Allbright 
Realtor 


(512)413-9520 
lee@leeallbright.com 


Over 200 Homes 
Sold and Listed 
in Allandale since 1984 
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Activities of the Safety Committee 
since the October newsletter: 


Still dealing with illegal parking at 
United Auto group and thanks to Offi- 
cer Beldin for his help with this. 

Issues with noise from Yard Bar; 
thanks to Officer Beldin improvements 
have been made. 

Learned of a resident who has safety 
concerns related to parking on Lawn- 
mont. 

Covered over graffiti on retaining wall of 
Shoal Creek; learned of graffiti at Foster 
and SCB but haven't checked it out yet. 
Making plans for a Take10 CPR train- 
ing, hopefully February 24, 2018. 


APD Public Information Office: 


The person who posted on the list-serv 


about the police helicopter leading to the 
apprehension of a suspect shared that she 
learned this by calling APD’s Public Infor- 
mation Office at 512-974-5017, where 


information can be obtained about a crime 


that has occurred or is occurring. Someone 
asked me about an incident on Addison, 
so I called the Public Information Office. 
The only information I knew was that 
police cars were seen on Addison on Octo- 


BodyBusiness 


Fitness Club 


Check out the NEW 
BodyBusiness Fitness Club 


Come experience 
the difference! 


Limited Time | 
Offer 


30 days 
for $30 


www.bodybusiness.com 


512-459-9424 


2700 West Anderson Lane, Austin, TX 78757 


ber 23, and the person with whom I spoke 
in the Public Information Office was able 
to tell me that the call came in at 9:13 
p-m., it was a false burglar alarm, and that 
a door was open. No police report was 
made which is why I couldn’ see it on 
krimelabb, but it could be seen on http:// 
austintexas. gov/service/crimeviewer. 


Tm glad to know about the APD Office 


of Public Information and the useful infor- 
mation we can gain from the nine folks 
who work there including four civilians, 
two police officers, and two sergeants. 


Our APD District Representative is: 
Officer Everett Beldin 
everett.beldin@austintexas.gov 


512-974-1219 


New Shoal Creek Boulevard Bike Lanes Proposed 


Allan McMurtry and G. Thompson 


he City of Austin and Shoal Creek 

Conservancy have drafted a bicycle 
“Trail Plan” that includes Shoal Creek 
Boulevard (https://www.shoalcreekconser- 
vancy.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/ 
SC_Meetings2_DigitalPack- 
age_2017.09.13.pdf. 

The illustration below shows the layout 
for the section within Allandale. The con- 
cept of protected bike lanes brings up the 
question of the best use for streets based 
on need, options, costs, and mutual com- 
patibility of the streets. In Allandale’s 
case, that includes pedestrians. 

Looking at the impact of barriers 
reaching 12 feet out into the street, we 
find this from the Federal Highway 
Administration: “Even ‘properly’ installed 
bollards constitute a serious and poten- 
tially fatal safety hazard to unwary trail 
users.” On Shoal Creek Boulevard a num- 
ber of trees hang over the road. Nuts, 
limbs, leaves all fall onto the roadway cre- 
ating or obscuring dangers. Bicyclists will 
now be limited to five feet one way to 
find a flat surface. Often the difference 
between life and death is whether a cyclist 
maintains control of the bike and isn’t 
thrown onto the pavement. 

Further, the types of barriers impact 
the viability of the street. Options for 
avoidance maneuvers for both cars and 
bikes has shrunk to a maximum of 28 
feet as the auto portion is no longer 40 
feet wide. Since there are no laws prevent- 
ing cyclists from using Shoal Creek with 
the new bike paths, you could easily have 
cyclists using the street as before. 

The trail concentrates on ease of access 
up and down Shoal Creek for bicyclists, 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 20 


As always, please contact me with ques- 
tions, concerns, or if you are interested in 
getting involved with the safety commit- 
tee. You can become a block captain, 
help remove graffiti, patrol, help plan and 
run the Takel0 CPR training each Febru- 
ary, and more! 3 


Proposed Cross-Section: 2-Way Cycle Track, Looking North 


Common questions we get: 

How does our spending compare? 
How can we pay less in taxes? 

Is our college fund on track? 

How should we invest our 401k? 
Do we have the right insurance? 
What about wills and trusts? 

Can we afford to remodel or move? 
Should we buy a rental property? 
Should we just use index funds? 


Kevin X. Smith, CFA 


kevin @austinwealthmgmt.com 


512-467-2003 


AUSTIN 
WEALTH 
MANAGEMENT 


iO 


Independent financial planning and education. 
Fee-based fiduciary services. 
Zero sales pressure. 
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New Shoal Creek Boulevard Bike Lanes Proposed 
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but gives little attention to access by 
home owners. Items of concern would be: 
1. access for fire and EMS trucks 
2. access for trash trucks 
3. location of garbage cans 
4. access for large construction vehi- 
cles 
5. parked cars diverted to a single 
side 
6. access through the barrier to drive- 
ways 
7. crossing bike lane and street to get 
to parking 


Shoal Creek Boulevard has a lot of 
curb cuts through Allandale. Of the 
roughly 324 curbs cuts between 31st 
Street and US 183, Allandale has 232 
from 45th to Foster (1). All of these are 
for residential driveways. Just backing out 
of the driveway will become more danger- 
ous for all lots fronting Shoal Creek Bou- 
levard. 

If one examines bicycle accidents in 
Austin, Shoal Creek doesn’t make the top 
25 threshold of 17 street crashes between 
2009 to 2014 inclusive (2). This site lists 


Allandale Specialist and 11 Year Resident. realty/austin| 


Chad Proctor 


Agent 2011-2017 


four crashes on Shoal Creek Boulevard 
during this time from 45th Street to Fos- 
ter. There were no cyclist deaths on Shoal 
Creek from 2008 through 2013 (3). Fur- 
ther, the number of bicycle accidents in 
Austin is falling from 587 in 2012 to 176 
through April 2017 (4). 

The data sheets indicate that Shoal 
Creek Boulevard as designed today is a 
safe street for cyclists. There are a number 
of reasons for that: drivers are accustomed 
to cyclists on Shoal Creek, cyclists are a 
common fare on Shoal Creek, any object 
nearer than 10 feet to a roadway makes 
traffic slow down and parked cars are 
much closer than that, the winding street 
also slows down traffic. Another contrib- 
uting factor is that Shoal Creek has room 
to allow for evasive action since the bike 
lanes are striped only. 

One can examine the facts about bicy- 
cle safety, but it is not smart to redesign 
something that is already very safe. Shoal 
Creek Boulevard now is an example of 
the community working together to safely 
utilize the assets of a street for all con- 
cerned. 3 
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Proposed Changes to 
Burnet Road 


Allan McMurtry 


he City of Austin has another plan 

that will impact Allandale besides 
the Shoal Creek Boulevard Bike Trail 
Plan. It is the Burnet Road Corridor 
Plan. http://austintexas.gov/sites/default/ 
files/files/Appendix_A_-_Recommend- 
ed_Improvements.pdf. This plan is 
funded by the 2016 Mobility Bond, 
some $750 million approved by voters. 

The proposal is for Burnet Road, 
currently 60 feet wide, to become 90 
feet wide. This would happen by add- 
ing in bike lanes on both sides and an 
18-foot concrete median. Yes, this 
means the driving lanes for cars will be 
more narrow, 11 feet each, 22 feet 
going each way. Overall, the proposed 
changes are an 18-foot impassable con- 
crete median, car lanes from 12 feet 
down to 11 feet, and two new 8-foot 
bicycle lanes. 

The most obvious element of this 
design is the concrete median. The 
impact of that is obvious. There will be 
no left turns into store driveways across 
the street from your lane of travel. Any 
shopper will have to circle the block, 
blocks that often don’t exist. The com- 
mercial impact of that concrete median 
is enormous. The random shopping 
prospects are cut in half. The engineer- 
ing design requirement under FHA for 
a U-turn to the outer lane is an 18-foot 
median and two 12-foot lanes. Burnet 
Road will not have that. 

The declared reason for a concrete 
median is to prevent accidents. If we 
look at fatal accidents on Burnet Road 
from 1998 through 2014 inclusive, 
there have been two between Koenig 
and Anderson Lane, which is one less 


than occurred on Steck Avenue during 
that time. Of the two on Burnet, one 
involved alcohol. If the reason for the 
concrete median is to prevent fatal acci- 
dents, it would appear to lack substan- 
tive proof. 

The second change on Burnet is the 
addition of 8-foot bicycles lanes on 
either side of the road. Over the same 
time period as above, there have been 0 
bicycles fatalities on Burnet Road. In 
urban areas, 63.9% of bicycle fatalities 


Fast 7-Day A/C Repairs 
Energy Audits * Weatherization 
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occur on major arterials like Burnet with 
intersections being the more dangerous. 
And 40% of the fatalities are rear end col- 
lisions where the cyclist has no warning. 
This part of the plan seems contrary to 
standard safety procedures. 

The design shown in the corridor study 
puts the bike lanes between cars and 
entrances to businesses along Burnet. 
This is similar to what is there now, but 
the difference is the Burnet Corridor Plan 
invites many more bicycles onto Burnet. 
A cyclist will be faced riding next to a 
more narrow lane than exists now with 


If your car could talk... 


It would choose the Muffin Shop 


ALLANDALE 
SPECIALIST 


cars driving at speeds up to 40 mph and 
higher. It certainly looks like a recipe for 
disaster. With buses capable of carrying 
bikes, why would we want to encourage 
cyclists along a bus route, especially when 
Shoal Creek Blvd with its two 9-foot bike 
lanes, Arroyo Seco with two 8-foot lanes, 
and Woodrow with its two bikes lanes are 
two and four blocks away? 

But that is not all of the issues on the 
Burnet Road Plan. All the lanes will be 
narrowed to 11 feet initially and some to 
10 feet later. As a means of getting to 
work in Austin, the use of bicycles is 
(1.53%), of buses is (3.6%), and of cars 
(82.6%). Further, the disruption for busi- 
nesses will be immense. Yet the definition 
of the most beneficial uses of Burnet 
Road traffic is generally unexplored. So 
portioning the street for types of modality 
is left to chance. Who uses Burnet for 
what reason at what times in what type of 
vehicles remains unanswered, when it 
should be the driving force behind a 
MOBILITY plan. As for construction 
time tables and the ability of stores to 
survive, who knows. 

This proposal is scheduled to go to 
Council in March of 2018 and a lot of 
issues remain unresolved, so your involve- 
ment now is critical. # 


Hopeful Developments 
for Austin’s Pools 


Steve Johnson 


As public swimming pools are at 


a critical turning point. Following 
years of deferred maintenance, several 
pools could be closed (including North- 
west Pool here in Allandale) because 
many of them are old and in bad repair. 
Without significant funds, these closures 
could be permanent. 

Recent developments give us some rea- 
son to hope, however. In August, the City 
Council created the Aquatic Master Plan 
Task Force to review the draft aquatics 
master plan. The master plan pointed out 
that closing 10 neighborhood pools per- 
manently would save millions of dollars. 

On November 29, the task force 
approved recommendations that no pools 
be closed and that the city allocate more 
than $100 million in bond money to 
repair and replace “critical” pools, includ- 
ing Givens, Mabel Davis, and Northwest. 
In addition, there are funds to build a 
new pool in Colony Park in Northeast 
Austin. 
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PROPERTY SALES YEAR T0 DATE 
2015 2016 2017 

TOTAL TRANSACTIONS 50 48 58 
$502.322 | $555.250 | $608.133 
AVG DAYS ON MARKET 17 32 34 

AVG $/S0 FT $262 $287 $297 
$737.990 | $880.000 | $1.255.000 
$310.000 | $399,900 | $409.500 


AVG SALES PRICE 


MAX PRICE SOLD 


MIN PRICE SOLD 


All statistics & square footage are from Austin MLS for single family 


residence as of August 00, 2017. For detailed market information 


about your home contact Jason Heffron, Broker 
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To learn more about why Edward Jones 
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advisor today. 
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AAMS® 

Financial Advisor 

2137 B West Anderson Lane 


Austin, TX 78757 
512-467-0007 


www.edwardjones.com 
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Hopeful Developments 
for Austin’s Pools 
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Aquatic master plan task force recom- 
mendations: http://www.austintexas.gov/ 
edims/document.cfm?id=2889 14 

Though encouraging, were far from 
done. Another entity, the Bond Advisory 
Election Task Force, has yet to submit its 
recommendations to the council. The 
task force is currently conducting infor- 
mal public input sessions. 

List of public input meetings: http:// 
www.austintexas.gov/cityclerk/boards_ 
commissions/meetings/147_1.htm 

If you cannot attend in person, you can 
provide input online. 

Bond survey: https://speakupaustin. 
us.engagementhq.com/2018-bond-task- 
force 

Bond simulator: https://2018bond. 
budgetsimulator.com/ 

For more information, contact friend- 
ofnorthwestpool@gmail.com. 3 


Support your child's development with 


Music Together. 


Music and movement classes for children from birth 
through grade two and the adults who love them. 


Gullett Presents a Wonderful Wonderland 


Laura Beck 


hen the very ambitious 

music teacher casts 85 
(you read that right) 3rd, 4th 
and 5th graders to be part of 
Alice in Wonderland, the par- 
ents cringe a little and think 
it'll be a long Fall ending with 
a very amusing performance. 
Well, I can say, the perfor- 
mance was amusing, but not 
for the reasons I expected. 
The performance absolutely 
blew away everyone in the 
audience. Somehow, in less 
than 3 months, many stars 
were born! 

Starting with Alice herself, 
or herselves....the play has a 
perfect Alice, with an ideal 
small alter ego, and a Tall 
Alice who wears a house bet- 
ter than anyone. The play 
casts a very authoritative 
Queen of Hearts, but the 
King of Hearts can keep her 
in line. The Cheshire Cat trio 
is sassy awesome, especially 


when upside down. 
Alice’s sister Mathil- 
da tries to keep her 
grounded, but her 
attention is cap- 
tured entirely by a 
very busy, but 
always late White 
Rabbit. I have to 
say the Alice(s) with 
Doorknob scene is 
among the best, 
who knew a house- 
hold accessory was 
so funny? Tweedle 
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Dee and Tweedle Dum are a twisted- 
together joy to watch. And that Dodo 
Bird managing his boat crew of Rock 
Lobsters sailing through a sea of tears is 
hilarious, probably because of such fantas- 
tic costumes. Mark Zuckerberg needs to 
get his hands on one of those hoodies. 
The unbirthday party celebration turns 
into an oversized game of operation with 
the Mad Hatter and March Hare in 
charge of a lot of crazy. 


ENERGY FOCUS POWER 


AWARENESS 


HEALTH 
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I really want to say my favorite is the 
Girls of the Golden Afternoon because 
those ladies have so much sass and atti- 
tude, led by Rose, Petunia, Lily, Violet 
and Daisy. And my own kiddo is part of 
Petunia’s mean girl gang. But “best in 
show” has to go to Caterpillar and her 
body as just so chill and groovy with mel- 
low wisdom pouring from every one of 
her swaying legs. Zip-A-Dee-Do-Dah 
indeed! 


Allandale Neighborhood 
Association 


To all 85 of you amazing actors, and 
the teachers, parents, siblings who sup- 
ported them in so many ways, especially 
the fearless (truly, you are so brave!) lead- 
et, Maggie Grill, we tip our (MAD) hat 
to you all! You put on an amazing show, 
we are so proud and were thrilled to be a 
small part of Wonderland with all of you! 


Photo credits for all: Jarriel Family #8 
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New or Renewal Membership 


All residents within Allandale’s boundaries are welcome to join 
the Allandale Neighborhood Association. Membership runs 
January-December. Dues may be paid in advance for multiple 


years. 


Name 


Address & Zip 


Phone 


E-mail 

Dues: U $20/household U $10/age 55+ household 
Please make checks payable to: 

ANA E PO Box 10886 E Austin, TX 78766-1886 

Or join online via PayPal at: www.allandaleneighbor.com 
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